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Samantha Bramm holds a Bachelor of Science in Music Education with a concentration 
in vocal/general music from Towson University. She recently finished her first school year as 
the choral/general music teacher at Mount View Middle School in the Howard County Public 
School System. She is thrilled to be back at Habimah for her second summer in a row to create 
happiness through vocal music!

Lisa Shifren is a portrait, events, and landscape photographer in the Baltimore area and 
has been taking photographs for over 25 years. Lisa majored in Imaging and Digital Art at the 
University of Maryland, and has also studied photography at the Maryland Institute College of 
Art. In addition to being a photographer and digital artist, Lisa works as a Jewish communal 
professional at Jewish Community Services in Baltimore Maryland with Holocaust survivors, who 
are the subjects of her body of work titled Grace. Dignity. Humility. Compassion. Photographic 
Portraits: The Holocaust Survivors of Baltimore.

Lisa has been invited to exhibit her work at The Pennsylvania State University in Harrisburg, 
Clarion University, The Rosenberg Gallery at Goucher College, The Baltimore City Yom Hashoah 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day) Commemoration, Gallery 788, The Social Security Administration, 

The Reeves Gallery, Roland Park Country School, The Norman and Sara Brown Art Gallery, The Maryland Institute College 
of Art, Amalie Rothschild Gallery, Creative Alliance Main Gallery, Load of Fun Studios, Herring Run Artists’ Network, School 
33’s Open Studio Tour, Borrowed Blue Studios, Gallery 229, and The Center for Art and Visual Culture in Baltimore, MD.

Lisa’s work has been featured in The Baltimore Museum of Art Print, Drawing, and Photographic Society’s Newsletter, the 
Baltimore Jewish Times, Jewish Women International Magazine, JMORE Living Magazine, and on WYPR’s Maryland Morning.

Amy T. Hairston is in her 11th year as a music teacher in Montgomery County, Maryland. 
She joined the Children’s Theater Production Company in 2015, serving as musical director of 
Wizard of Oz, Seussical and Habimah 2016. At Springbrook High School, she teaches IB Music, AP 
Music Theory, Guitar, Piano, and Chamber Choir. She enjoys teaching many subjects, especially 
musical theater. Mrs. Hairston earned her Master of Arts in Music Education in 2011 at the 
University of Maryland, College Park. Her musical theater experience includes vocal direction 
and coaching on many shows: Thoroughly Modern Millie, Footloose, Annie Get Your Gun, The 
Pajama Game, The Drowsy Chaperone, Little Shop of Horrors and Me and My Girl, Cinderella 
and Pippin. She also creates curriculum for and teaches musical theater classes for the UMD 
Summer Youth Music Camp. Mrs. Hairston lives in Columbia, MD with her husband and two sons. 
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Margaret Garland, a specialst with Sew Fabulous is a self-taught seamstress who has 
been sewing for more than 40 years. She took her education to the next level by studying the 
t Paris/American School of Design in Paris, France and has participated in workshops at the 
famed Mood Fabric Store in New York City, NY.

Even with all that, her passion has always been teaching others how to sew. She has been a 
teacher for the Fashion Design Department at Baltimore City Community College and at FIT in 
North Carolina (NCSU). She has even volunteered to teach the elderly to sew in a nearby senior 
care facility. Her desire to teach has taken her out of her school and now you’ll find her in schools, 
hospitals, and church events! Her goal is to teach the art of sewing to everyone, young and old!

Aviva Match is returning to her alma mater, Towson University, in the fall to pursue a 
Master's degree in Speech-Language Pathology. Aviva's passion for communication extends 
beyond speech and language. She explores music and drama as means of facilitating meaningful 
communication and creating community in various settings. Aviva performs in two Baltimore 
indie bands; she leads children's Shabbat services at an area synagogue; and she incorporates 
singing and role play into daily preschool activities. Additional related experiences include 
co-founding and serving for two years as the president of Original Blend a Cappella at Towson 
University, serving two years as a day camp drama specialist, teaching music for over five years 
at various Hebrew Schools, and teaching private piano lessons. She is thrilled to bring the arts 
she loves so dearly to a new community this summer at Habimah Camp!

Katie Reynard is a local dance instructor with Karen Sachs Academy of Dance. She has 
been teaching for six years now and thoroughly enjoys having the opportunity to work with 
children between the ages of three and eighteen. Katie brings a positive atmosphere to each 
dance class as the beauty of the art can only be expressed if the kids are enjoying themselves 
and having fun.  This will be Katie's second summer teaching hip hop with us at the Habimah 
Performing Arts Camp and she couldn't be more excited to have the opportunity to come back 
and work with our wonderful campers again. 
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MaryKate Newcomb, a specialist with Abrakadoodle is an artist who has been teaching 
for about 19 years in a variety of settings, from preschool to community college students. She 
usually works in watercolor or oil pastel, but recently she has been working in 3-D with melted 
crayons, pouring them into molds and then carving them. It is great fun, and very messy! She 
lives in Timonium with her husband and two sons. 

Andrew Stromyer is a theater educator based out of Baltimore. Along with the JCC, 
Andrew has worked with various institutions around the area including Everyman Theater, 
Calvert Hall College High School, and Baltimore Center Stage where he works in the Community 
Programs and Education Department. Previous projects include Tarzan: The Musical, West Side 
Story, Footloose, Anna Deavere Smith’s performance of Notes from the Field: Doing 

Time in Education, The Baltimore Chapter, and the original Children’s Theater Production Company 
Junior of Aflobadob which was performed at the JCC last Spring. 

Max (Professor) is a Visual Arts teacher at Sudbrook Magnet Middle Schools, and this 
is his second year at camp.  When Max isn't teaching he enjoys spending time with his three 
daughters, and making art and music. 
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Kate has taught at mime and circus arts Habimah for the past two years and at our culture club as well. She has been 
performing for 27 years in physical theater, circus arts, mime, and clown.  She has a BFA in performance art from the 
San Francisco Art Institute, and a circus education from Escola de Saltimbanquis in Barcelona, aerial arts from Volatin in 
Barcelona, and has performed all over the US and Europe.  

Mike Leavey, magician and educator, currently performs in Professor Mike's Science is Magic Show.  The show 
combines educational content with magic and juggling.  Mike has been performing magic for 20 years. As a successful 
close-up magician, he has performed for all types of audiences, from corporate events to private parties and Bar Mitzvahs.

In addition to his magic career, Mike is a certified elementary school teacher and administrator and currently teaches 4th 
grade. He holds a Master in Teaching from Loyola University and has been the recipient of several educational honors.

For more information on Professor Mike programs check www.scienceandmagicshow.com.

Never have food challenge reality shows been so 
popular and Chopped! is a favorite here at Tiny and 
Gourmet Chefs! We like it so much we decided to base 
a whole week long camp on the concept. Our version 
has the added twist of focusing on different cuisines 
every day of camp. So, each day the Tiny and Gourmet 
Chef campers will be presented with a basket with 3 or 

4 ingredients, which reflect these different cuisines—
French, Italian, Mexican, Asian and “All-American”. 
Using those ingredients and working within those 
cuisines, they will challenge themselves to make 
mouthwatering specialties, traditional favorites and 
explore new ingredients, tastes and combinations.

Chopped!  (GC) 


